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SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  AND  HYGIENE  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  .  .  Alderman  C.  H.  Marriott,  J.P, 

The  Mayor 
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©tntuar^ 


Councillor  W.  A.  Exton. 

died  12.12.48 

C'ouNCiLLOR  J.  W.  Alder. 

died  10.5.49 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  STAFF. 


School  Medical  Officer: 
Hugh  Paul,  M.D.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  School  Medical  Officers: 

A.  Wilson  Russfxl,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (to  4.7.48). 
Henry  Tarrush,  ■M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Margaret  E.  McLaren,  ]\LB.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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School  Oculist :  H.  W.  Archer-Hall,  D.O.  (Oxon.) 


School  Aiirist :  Korekt  17vans,  F.K.C.S. 


School  Dentists: 

Ci.  J.  S.  Littlefield,  L.D.S. 

W.  Adderley,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

Mrs.  E.  Linley,  L.D.S. 

Al.  A.  Bassett,  L.D.S..  R.C'.S.  (from  1.().48). 


Superintendent  Health  Visitor  : 
AIiss  E.  Williams. 


School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors: 


Nurse  J.  IC  Ackers 

„  M.  C.  Astrury  (to  28.12.48). 

„  E.  O.  Corns  (to  17.2.48). 

„  G.  E.  Clarke  (from  18.5.48) 

„  D.  Grainger 

„  V.  F.  Green  (to  2.10.48). 

J.  High 
11  •«' 


Nurse  M.  Lav  in 

„  M.  P.  O’Keeffe 

„  II.  Owen 

„  IC  A.  Rorerts 

,,  B.  E.  S.MiTH  (from  3.5.48) 

,,  M.  Wain  WRIGHT 

,.  11.  W.  WarnI'R  (from  1.4.48) 
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The  School  Health  Service 


Fo  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  metliioiek 
Ediieatiun  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  C enllemen^ 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  1948  was  the  euiniii^  iiitu 
operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and 
although  this  affected  the  Public  Health  Department  more  than 
the  Education  Department,  nevertheless  it  resulted  in  consider¬ 
able  changes  in  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 


The  outstanding  change  is  that  every  child  now,  for  the 
lirst  time  in  the  history  of  our  country,  is  entitled  to  the  free 
services  of  a  family  doctor,  and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that 
this  will  improve  the  health  of  the  school  children  still  more 
in  the  future. 


On  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Council  tocjk  over  tlie  C'a})e 
Dispensary,  and  transferred  to  it  from  the  Cape  School  Clinic 
many  of  the  school  medical  activities  as  well  as  several  other 
functions  of  the  Maternit}'  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  In 
l)articular  it  was  possible  to  provide  an  additional  dental  chair 
in  a  room  which  the  previous  OAvners  had  ec|uip])ed  with  efficient 
up-to-date  and  modern  eciui|)ment  (jf  the  highest  quality.  ( ):'r 
dental  health  scheme  has  greatb'  im])r(jved  l)y  this  op})ortunit\'  of 
increasing  (Wir  services  at  a  difficult  j)eriod. 


Some  of  the  school  medical  activities  still  remain  in  the 
old  school  clinic,  and  these  include  the  cleansing  centre  and  one 
of  the  dental  suites.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  it  \^■ill 
be  possil)le  bv  adding  temporarv  buildings  to  the  vacant  gre^und 
adjoining  the  Ca])e  Dispensary  to  transfer  these  services  to  the 
new  site  as  well  as  to  ])rovide  improved  accommodation  foi' 
other  services. 
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DENTAL  CARE. 

In  view  of  the  nation  wide  difficulties  in  getting  school 
dentists,  Smethwick  has  been  fortunate  in  that  it  has  been 
possible  not  only  to  maintain  its  full  number  of  dentists,  but 
to  make  a  small  increase  in  the  numbers  employed  from  three 
full-time  dentists  to  three  full-time  and  one  half-time.  This 
increase  in  staff  is  enabling  better  and  more  useful  work  to  be 
done,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  and  more  preventive  dental 
work  will  be  done  in  the  coming  years. 


CO-OPERATION. 

The  care  of  the  health  of  school  children  is  a  matter  of 
team  work,  and  it  has  always  been  a  pleasure  to  work  in 
Smethwick  where  co-operation  between  the  various  members  of 
this  team  is  so  complete.  At  ftht  highest  level  the  members  of 
the  Education  Committee  and  other  members  of  the  Council 
have  been  a  source  of  inspiration  to  your  officers  because  of 
their  keeness  and  enthusiasm  and  their  support  for  a  progressive 
policy.  The  Chief  Education  Officer  and  his  staff,  as  well  as 
other  chief  officials  of  the  Borough,  have  co-operated  to  the 
fullest  possible  extent  and  indeed-  as  has  been  pointed  out  on 
a  number  of  occasions  the  work  of  the  administrative  section 
of  the  Education  Department  probably  does  more  to  enhance 
the  health  of  school  children  than  the  more  purely  medical  work, 
e.g.,  the  useful,  enthusiastic  and  sympathetic  work  of  the 
Nursery  School  and  the  Open  Air  School  which  are  exercising 
a  most  beneficial  effect  on  a  section  of  the  child  population,  and 
the  School  Camp  in  its  turn  tends  to  pay  handsome  dividends 
in  health. 

Co-operation  at  the  highest  level  would  'be  insufficient  if 
the  co-operation  of  parents  were  absent,  and  it  is  particularly 
pleasing  to  note  year  after  year  the  very  high  percentage  of 
parents  who  attend  the  periodic  medical  inspections.  The 
attendance  of  parents  during  1948  amounted  to  86%,;  a  most 
encouraging  feature  w'hich  shows  the  deep  interest  which  is 
taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  Smethwick  in  the  health  and  welfare 
of  their  children. 


The  care  of  the  health  of  school  children  as  has  been  stated 
is  a  matter  of  team  work,  and  at  working  level  this  team 
consists  not  merely  of  the  doctor  and  nurse  but  also  includes  the 
class  or  head  teacher  and  the  parent.  The  teachers  have  been 
particularly  co-operative  and  helpful,  and  their  presence  at  school 
medical  inspections  has  enabled  the  doctor  to  note  and  investi¬ 
gate  health  problems  which  otherwise  might  have  escaped  their 
attention. 


Finally,  the  social 
willing  help  in  the  social 


welfare  officers  continue  to  provide 
activities  amongst  tire  children. 


C'l.KAXLlXI^SS. 

Owiiii^  lo  a  slij^lit  improvement  in  the  staff  ])osition,  it 
\v<is  possible  to  increase  considerably  the  number  of  cleanliness 
inspections  by  the  school  nurses,  and  these  increased  from  just 
under  10,000  to  jusl  under  15,(X)0.  ddie  number  of  children  who 
have  been  found  to  be  unclean  is  of  less  im])ortance  than  the 
fact  that  i^ross  uncleanliness  of  the  type  which  used  to  be 
ccunmon  is  now  rare,  and  most  of  the  cases  we  have  lo  deal  with 
are  for  minor  dei^'rees  of  infestation.  Idie  children  who  are  more 
heavily  infected  are  in  the  main  cleansed  by  our  cleansing' 
attendants  at\  the  Firs  and  Cape  Clinics,  but  there  u’ere  onlv 
245  such  children  during  the  calendar  year. 


IXFKCTIOlbS  DISEASE. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
continues  to  be  satisfactorily  monotonous.  Twenty  }’ears  ago 
60  ch.ildren  suffered  from  Diphtheria  in  Smethwick,  and  this 
has  been  reduced  during  the  last  three  years  to  11,  5  and  3 
respectively.  This  reduction  has  been  both  hoped  for  and 
expected,  and  is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  fact  that  90%  of 
Smethwiclv  school  children  have  been  immunised  against  this 
disease.  There  were  no  deaths  in  1948. 


A  small  outbreak  of  F’aratyphoid  Eever  occurred  in  mid¬ 
summer,  and  six  Smethwick  school  children  were  affected.  The 
(Outbreak  arose  aiuongst  members  of  a  Youth  Organisation  who 
were  having  a  holiday  at  a  south  coast  seaside  resort,  and  most 
of  the  cases  were  diagnosed  on  their  return  to  Smethwick  and 
surrounding  towns.  The  outbreak  w'as  not  a  violent  onie,  and 
was  soon  brought  under  control. 


Only  one  child  contracted  Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  but 
un  fortunatelv  she  died. 


Scabies  is  declining  steadily,  but  .was  still  sufficiently 
prevalent  to  ca.ll  for  the  treatment  of  fifty-eight  children. 

Measles  and  W  hoo])ing  Cough  were  both  more  imevahmt 
than  usual,  but  in  neither  case  were  there  anv  deaths. 


SPlfhXdl  TMIfRAPY. 

Idle  most  im])ortant  gap  in  the  School  Health  Service  is 
attributable  to  our  continued  failure  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
Sj)eecli  nuTaj)ist.  Id)r  a  generation  we  ha\’e  been  well  served 
by  a  number  of  Six'ech  Therapists,  but  during  the  past  two  vears 
llu“  demand  tor  the  scu'vici'  of  these  ladiccs  has  beiui  so  grc'at  that 
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we  liave  been  una1)le  to  till  the  vacancy  on  our  staff,  to  the  vei\ 
great  detriment  of  a  number  of  children  who  badly  need  this 
special  form  of  training.  The  failure  to  provide  treatment  for 
these  children  usually  has  peimanent  effects  on  the  child  foi 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  This  lack  in  our  services  is  particularly 
tragic. 


PROVISION  OF  SPECTACLES. 

It  is  rather  surprising  that  in  spite  of  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  on  the  5th 
[uly,  1948,  ihere  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  work  done 
at  the  Eye  Clinic  1)y  Mr.  Archer  Hall.  As  he  points  out  in  his 
report  the  delay  which  is  unfortunately  unavoidable  in  providing 
spectacles  for  certain  types  of  school  children  is  having  very 
serious  effects  on  them,  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  increased 
facilities  it  will  soon  lie  possible  tor  the  suppl\'  of  spectacles  to 
meet  tin'  demand. 

It  is  ffuite  impossible  to  get  any  degree  of  priority  for 
any  type  of  applicant  for  spectacles. 


SMETHWICK  ORTHOPHoDIC  CLINIC. 

The  Smethwick  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  formerly  the  Cripples’ 
Lhiion,  has  now  been  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  but  there  has  been  transferred  wdth  it  the  old  friendly 
and  sympathetic  spirit  which  has  always  been  characteristic  of 
the  work  done  l)y  this  organisation.  The  co-operation  between 
the  School  Medical  Department  and  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
continues  as  close  as  ever,  and  their  assistance  is  very'  much 
appreciated. 


CHILD  CxUIDANCE. 

In  a  period  of  increasing  difficulties  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  in  one  direction  at  least  our  difficulties  are  less  acute,  and 
since  the  5th  July  it  has  been  possible  in  a  number  of  cases  to 
oTtain  skilled  psychiatric  treatment  for  maladjusted  children, 
usually  at  the  Solihull  Clinic.  This  service  is  proving  most 
useful,  but  unfortunately  although  the  diagnosis  of  the  child’s 
trouble  is  often  easy,  the  remedy  is  more  difficult.  Very 
frequently  the  maladjustment  of  the  child  is  due  to  a  faultv 
home  environment,  and  only  sentimentalists  can  expect  that  visits 
from  a  local  authority  social  worker  will  in  themselves  be 
sufficient  to  convert,  for  example,  a  dissolute  father  or  a  slovenly 
motlrer,  into  a  model  parent.  Nevertheless  the  attempt  is  made. 


STATIC 


It  has  hecnine  tiiiiU*  im]H)Ssil)le  to  obtain  by  advertisement 
the  ser\’ices  of  fully  c|ualihe(l  School  Nurses  and  l  lealth  V  isitors. 
Our  staff  has  only  been  aui^inented  by  those  llealth  \dsitors 
whom  the  Council  have  themselves  trained,  but  iu  view  (jf  the 
very  acute  shortaj^e  of  skilled  workers,  we  have  endeavoured 
to  fill  the  |L^'a])S  by  the  appointment  of  Clinic  Xursc's,  and  duriny 
the  year  two  whole-time  and  two-part-tinu'  State  Rei^istered 
Nurses  have  been  a])pointe(k  In  addition,  one  whole-time*  Slate 
Icnrollled,  Assistant  Nurse  has  been  employed. 


I'inally,  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Ifducation  ('ommittee,  to  mv  colleai^'iies  the 
chief  oiffcials,  and  to  members  of  mv  own  staff'  for  th(*ir 
encouraijement  and  assistance  durin^iLi'  the  year. 


T  h;iv(*  the  honour  to  be. 

V^our  obedieni  servant, 

hit;h  [>aul.  m.i).,  d.p  h., 

SrJi(U)J  Medical  Officer 


Ma\\  /d-/P. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

LHE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

I'OR  THK  YEAR  1948. 


PUBLIC  he:alth  department, 
“  THE  uplands/' 

HALES  LANE, 

SMETHWICK. 


SCHOOLS  IN  SMETHWICK. 

Primary. 

Attendance 

Average 

No.  on 
Register  at 
end  of  year 

Abbey  Road  Junior 

364 

369 

Abbey  Road  Infants  . 

226 

263 

IRarwood  Road  Junior 

332 

354 

IRarwood  Road  Infants 

220 

247 

Brasshouse  Lane  Junior 

337 

382 

Brasshouse  Lane  Infants 

264 

287 

Cape  Junior  . 

326 

360 

Cape  Infants  . 

273 

329 

Corbett  Street  Junior  and 

Infants 

257 

286 

Crocketts  Lane  Junior 

220 

255 

Crocketts  T.anc  Infants 

202 

235 

Devonshire  Road  Junior 

494 

554 

Devonsliire  Road  Infants 

362 

411 

()ldl)ury  Road  Junior  and 

Infants 

423 

478 

St.  Mallliew’s  Junior  and 

Infants 

264 

290 

St.  Philip’s  Mixed 

171 

186 

St.  Philip’s  Infants 

57 

65 

LIplands  Junior 

408 

457 

Liplands  Infants 

327 

404 

Waterloo  Road  Junior  and  Infants 

326 

359 
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Secondary. 


Attendance 

No.  on 
Register  at 

Average 

end  of  year 

Lark  Cirls’  Modern 

274 

348 

Shireland  Boys’  Modern 

352 

401 

Shireland  Girls’  Modern 

322 

372 

Smethwick  Hall  Boys’  Modern . 

376 

481 

Smethwick  Hall  Girls’  Modern  . 

278 

323 

Uplands  Boys’  Modern . 

335 

411 

Uplands  Girls’  Modern . 

334 

389 

Holly  Lodge  Boys’  Grammar 

414 

444 

Holly  Lodge  Girls’  Grammar 

396 

445 

James  Watt  Technical  . 

336 

372 

Others. 

Edith  Sands’  Nursery  . 

85 

107 

Firs  Open  Air 

115 

142 

Corbett  Street  Special  . 

89 

111 

dotal 

10,917 

UNDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

UNCLEANLINESS 

During  the  year,  the  school  nurses  made  14,894  inspections 
(jf  children  in  the  schools,  and  of  these  1,280  individual  children 
were  found  unclean.  It  was  not  necessary  to  serve  anv  notices 
under  Sec.  54  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 


Cleansings  carried  out 

during  the 

year  :  — 

44ie  Firs 

C’ape 

Clinic 

edinic 

44  )ta 

New  Cases 

174 

71 

245 

rreatmeiits  giveit 

491 

215 

706 

TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. 

The  number  of  children  found  to  have  unhealthy  tonsils 
and/or  adenoids  requiring  treatment  was  160.  In  addition  25 
children  v/ere  found  to  have  other  abnormal  conditions  of  the 
nose  or  throat  recfuiring  treatment,  and  189  children  were  fouml 
to  have  nose  or  throat  defects  retiuiring  observation  only. 
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SKIN  DISEASES. 

I'llirly  cliildrcn  foinul  to  siiftcriiyy  from  skin  diseases 
were  referred  for  treatment.  Comparison  witli  fmdini^s  ot  tlie 


[irevieuis  four  years  is  as 

lollow'S  : 

1 94S 

1947 

194() 

1945 

1944 

Number  ins[>ected 

3,f)36 

3,398 

4,3()6 

3,564 

2,114 

Ringworm  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Scabies 

() 

12 

48 

29 

24 

Impetigo 

1 

1 

5 

6 

4 

Other  conditions 

t\J 

35 

40 

25 

23 

30 

48 

93 

61 

51 

Fercentage 

0.8 

1.4 

2.1 

1.7 

2.4 

DEFECTIVE  VISION,  INCFCDINC  SQUINT. 

The  number  of  children  found  to  sliow  defective  vision 
was  82,  of  whom  77  were  referred  for  refraction.  In  addition, 
32  cases  of  squint  were  referred  for  trea'.ment.  ’The  percentaj^-e 
of  defects  under  this  heading  was  3.1. 

EAR  DISEASES  AND  lIEARINCx. 

The  number  of  children  found  wdth  defects  under  this 
heading  was  78  or  2.1%  of  the  total  number  inspected. 

DENTAI.  DEFECTS. 

All  school  children  are  now  submitted  to  periodic  examinu.- 
tion  b}'  the  dental  officers,  and  details  of  hndings  and  treatment 
pimvided  are  given  in  the  a])pendix  to  thus  Report,  Table  I\'. 
At  the  periodic  examinations  in  scho(d,  teeth  are  inspected  by 
the  medical  officers,  but  only  the  most  urgent  cases  are  referred 
to  the  dentists  for  treatment,  tints  to  cjuote  hguresi  purporting 
to  represent  tlie  tinding  of  the  doctors  would  be  misleadimr 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  only  3  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  school  children, 
V  d  u  1  ny,..^  the  jirevious  year,  and  none  of  these 

resulted  in  death. 

During  th.e  \'ear,  808  school  children  were  immuniseul  against 
diphtheria,  and  on  the  31st  December,  1948,  it  was  estimated  tint 
a])proximate‘l}’  90%  ol  the  school  jiopulation  was  jirotected.  In 
addition,  1,132  pre-school  children  were  protected  at  the  various 
Intant  Weltaie'  Centre's,  the'  Nurse'ix'  vSe'hool,  and  b\'  private' 
medical  jiractitioners  during  the  \'ear. 

There  were  65  notifications  of  scarlet  fi'ver  in  resjiect  of 
school  children,  and  there  were  no  de'aths.  I"orty-nme  cases 
were  notilied  in  1947,  and  92  in  1946. 

Alea.Oes  uas  prevalent  throughout  the  year,  and  358  cases 
weTe  notihe'd,  compared  with  289  during  1947. 
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The  following-  table  gives  comparative  details  of  infectious 
diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  last  three  years. 


In  the  case  of  the  non-notihable  diseases,  the  hgures  are  obtained 
from  the  Schools. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Chkkenpox 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery! 

German  Measles 

Measles 

Mumps 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  . 


NOTIFICATIONS  DEATHS 


1948 

1947 

1946 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1 

6 

— 

1 

1 

- - - 

14 

6 

3 

1 

- - 

1 

— 

389 

246 

i 

278 

— 

- - 

— 

3 

r 

0 

11 

— 

— 

2 

179 

86 

7 

— 

— 

— 

358 

289 

T1 

— 

— 

— 

368 

412 

54 

— 

— 

— 

0 

65 

49 

92 

— 

— 

— 

124 

47 

92 

_ 

.... 

WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSES. 


Schools  1948 

Assisting  School  Medical 

Officer  .  278 

Examination  of  heads  for 


nits,  ringworm,  etc.  14,894 


School  Clinics 

Inspection  Clinics  162 

Treatment  Clinics  693 

Ifye  Clinics  84 

Skin-  Clinic 

Number  of  Sessions  .  199 

Number  of  children 

treated  .  58 

Number  of  baths  given .  712 

Visits  to  II ouses 

Defects  and  Following 

Up  ”  43 


1947 

1946 

1945 

239 

284 

215  sessions 

9,837 

16,720 

19,133  exams. 

158 

153 

138  sessions 

672 

748 

690  sessions 

77 

104 

87  sessions 

225 

255 

302 

101 

233 

284 

879 

1,491 

1,717 

67 

146 

509  visits 
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EXCLUSIONS  FROM  SCHOOL. 

Tlic  following'  lable  slicjws  the  reasons  lor  .^6  exclusions 


from  school  ;  — 

Impetigo  3 

Con  iunctivilis  .  .  .  6 

Olitis  Media  .  .  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  1 

Hronchitis  .  .  .  .  1 

Chorea  .  .  .  .  2 

Nits  and  Pediculosis  .  19 

Rheumatism  .  1 

Dehility  .  2 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  methods  available  and 
employed  for  the  treatment  of  defects  from  those  described  in 
[)revious  reports.  Ihirticulars  of  the  treatment  received  are  given 
in  the  tables  appended  to  this  Report. 

MINOR  AILMENTS. 

AW  minor  ailments  are  treated  by  the  School  Nurses  at 
treatment  clinics.  A  clinic  is  still  held  at  “  1  he  Firs,”  and  at 
Cape  Hill  the  clinic  has  been  transferred  from  the  school 
buildings  in  Durban  Road  to  the  Cape  Hill  Dispensary,  which 
was  taken  over  by  the  Council  as  a  clinic  in  July,  1948.  Full 
details  of  defects  treated  at  these  clinics  duriiiij  the  vear  are 
px'ovided  in  Table  111  appended'  to  this  Report. 

Attendances  at  the  clinics  (excluding  Inspection  Clinics, 
lyve  Clinics  and  Baths)  were  as  follows  :  — 

1AI8  1947  1946  1945 

19.893  17,068  21,724  22,605 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  referred  for  diagnosis  and  treat¬ 
ment  to  the  Chest  Clinic,  and  are  kept  under  prolonged 
observation.  X-ray  examinations  are  made  where  indicated  as 
an  aid  to  diagnosis. 

During  the  }'ear  281  children  of  scIk^oI  age,  including 
“  contacts  ”  of  known  patients,  came  under  the  ol)servation  of 
the  Chest  Clinic  for  the  lirst  time,  ddie  lindings  in  these  cases 
were  as  folloavs  :  — 

Pulmonary  Other  IMrms 

Number  found  Tuberculous  42  2 

Number  under  observation  20  — 

Number  tound  Non-Tuberculous  217  — 

I  he  total  attendance  of  school  children  at  the  clinic  was 
1,518. 
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i)ia^i^:cTi vr:  vision. 

Mr.  H.  \V.  Archer  Hall,  D.O.  (Oxon),  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
to  the  Birmingham  and  Midland  Eye  Hospital  and  the 
Smethwick  Education  Committee,  reports  as  follows  :  — 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948,  there  has  been 
some  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Department  at  the  Firs  Clinic, 
as  the  total  number  of  children  examined  was  543  against  506 
examined  in  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  spectacles  prescribed  was  351  com¬ 
pared  with  318  during  the  year  1947. 

Further,  there  were  79  cases  requiring  treatment  of  eye 
disease  compared  with  69  in  the  previous  year. 

The  transition  of  the  working  of  the  Clinic  from  the 
control  of  the  Education  Committee  to  the  National  Health 
Scheme,  passed  off  very  satisfactorily  on  the  whole. 


One  must  point  out,  however,  that  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  the  carrying  out  of  small  repairs  of  spectacles. 
1  understand  that  much  delav  has  been  occasioned  bv  this,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  attendance  of  an  Optician  from  the 
hrm  who  previously  held  the  contract,  was  a  great  boon  to  parents 
and  children  alike.  Under  the  National  Health  Act,  this  attend¬ 
ance  of  an  Optician  had  to  be  discontinued. 

On  account  of  the  large  number  of  patients  of  all  ages  who 
are  seeking  treatment  under  the  Opthalmic  Branch  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  the  children  of  Smethwick  have 
experienced  the  same  delay  in  obtaining  glasses,  as  has  occurred 
throughout  the  country  with  regard  to  patients  of  all  ages.  This 
is  very  regrettable,  and  is  due  to  the  sudden  influx  of  a 
tremendous  extension  of  the  work  of  the  manufacturing  opticians. 


It  is  hoped  that  in  time  this  will  be  remedied,  but  at  present 
children  are  often  kept  waiting  four  or  live  months  for  their 
glasses.  As  practically  all  these  children  are  in  considerable 
need  of  glasses,  it  is  very  diflfcult  to  arrange  a  system  of  priority 
as  this  would  operate  adversely  , to  other  users  of  spectacles. 

It  cannot  be  emphasized  too  strongly  how  important  is  this 
delay  with  tegard  to  school  children.  The  very  worst  cases  are 
those  of  progressive  short  sight,  and  among  the  Smethwick 
children  there  are,  of  course,  the  average  number  of  these.  As 
these  patients  require  examination  every  six  months  during  part 
of  , their  school  hie,  it  is  obvious  that  the  glasses  are  unsuitalile 
b}'  ffie  time  the  diild  lias  obtained  them  after  waiting  four-and-a- 
half  months  or  thereabouts. 
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'I'Ik*  follow  iiij;  cases  w  ere  examined  and  treated  at  the 


Clinic  during-  the  \-etir  :  — 

d'ottd  numher  of  Children  extimined  .  .  54v> 

d'otal  nninher  of  Spectacles  prescrihed  .  .  351 

I'otal  number  of  treatments  .  .  .  79 

New'  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  178 

Spectcacles  ordered  .  .  .  .  1 1 1 

Referred  to  hospital  .  .  .  .  17 

Re-extiminations  .  .  .  .  .  365 

Si)ectacles  ordered  .  .  .  .  240 

Referred  to  host)ital  .  .  .  .  19 

4'reatments  :  — 

New  cases  .  .  .  .  58 

Referred  to  hospittd  .  .  .  1 

Re-examinations  .  .  .  21 

Referred  to  hospital  .  .  .  3 

Toddlers  examined  .  .  .  .  .  10 

St)ectacles  ordered  .  .  .  .  9 


Information  is  not  now  available  regarding  spectacles 
supplied  or  not  collected,  as  since  the  5th  July,  1948,  in  accord¬ 
ance  w'ith  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
this  service  has  been  provided  by  the  Local  Executive  Council. 


CRIPPLINC  DEFECTS. 

On  the  5th  Jul}'.  1948.  the  administration  of  the  Smethwick 
Orthoptedic  Clinic  became  the  rest)onsibility  of  the  Regional 
HGS[)ital  Hoard,  but  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  treatment 
and  advice  available.  4  he  Secretary  (3f  the  Clinic  (Miss  R. 
(ireen)  pro\ides  the  following  information. 

4  he  lumiber  (jf  children  who  attended  this  Clinic  during 
1948  was  763  of  whom  details  are  given  below  :  — 


Type  of  defect 

Girls 

Bovs 

hT(n  . 

.  203 

217 

Hand  and  arm 

4 

— 

Iniurics 

7 

6 

. 

41 

64 

P<iral\'sis 

6 

8 

Spinal 

.  125 

58 

( Idler 

11 

13 

397 

366 

4'here  weix'  32  children  admitted  to  Woodlands  and  9  to 
I'orelands  during  the  veai'. 
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Handicapped  pupils  are  sent  to  Special  Schools  where  a 
report  from  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Chief  Education 
Officer  states  that  such  action  is  desirable.  The  examinations 
carried  out  during  the  year  1948  resulted  in  recommendations 
being  submitted  as  follows  :  — 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Partially  Sighted — Special  School . 

2 

1 

3 

Partially  Deaf — Special  School 

— 

1 

1 

Delicate — Firsi  Open  Air  School  . 

41 

36 

77 

“  The  Hollies  ” 

20 

21 

41 

Educationally  Subnormal  :  — 

Ordinary  School  with  Special 
Education 

3 

1 

4 

Special  School  (Day) 

16 

9 

25 

Special  School  (Boarding) 

6 

2 

8 

Ineducable — Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  Report  . 

3 

1 

4 

Supervision — Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  Report 

5 

2 

7 

Maladfusted  :  — 

Ordinary  School  with  Special 
Education 

1 

1 

2 

Physically  Handicapped  :  — 

Special  School  (Boarding) 

1 

_ 

1 

Speech  Defect  :  — 

Ordinary  School  with  Special 
Education 

1 

2 

3 

At  the  present  time  the  Ifducation  Autliority  has 
at  the  following  Institutions  and  Schools  :  — 

children 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Blind  . 

Boys 

3 

Girls 

1 

Total 

4 

Whitehead  Road  School  for 
Partially-Sighted  Children 
(Birmingham) 

3 

3 

21 


Deaf. 

Roys 

Cdrls 

Total 

Royal  School  for  Deaf  child¬ 
ren  (Rinningham) 

2 

1 

3 

Clem  Street  School  for  the 

Deaf  (Rinningham) 

— 

1 

1 

Mary  Hare  (Irammar  School 
for  the  Deaf 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Special  Schools. 

Carlson  Mouse  School  for 
Spastics  (Rinningham)  . 

— ■ 

1 

1 

Surgical  Home  for  Roys, 
Ranstead,  Surrey 

1 

— 

1 

John  Clrecnwood  Shipman 
Convalescent  Home 
(Northampton) 

1 

1 

2 

Soss  Moss  Residential  School 
for  ICpileptic  Children 
(Manchester) 

— 

1 

1 

Corbett  Street  Special  School 

Number  on  Register,  1st 

January,  1948 

54 

25 

79 

Admitted  during  the  year 

23 

18 

41 

1  )ischarged  during  the  year 

12 

4 

16 

Number  on  Register,  31st 
December,  1948 

f)5 

39 

1(H 

Of  those  who  left  :  — 

Reached  the  age  limit . 

7 

4 

11 

Admitted  to  Other  Special 
Schools 

2 

— 

2 

Left  District 

1 

— 

1 

Discharged  by  Medical  Officer 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Special  Schools. 

The  Firs  Open-Air  School  has  accommodation  for  150 
children. 

The  '  I  lollies,”  a  residential  institution  for  rheumatic  and 
physically  sub-normal  children  (dO  beds)  admitted  a  total  of 
41  childrc'ii  of  school  at^'c  duriiyct  the  yc'ar,  who  were  maintained 
for  a  total  of  4,171  days. 
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SCHOOL  MEALS  SERVICE. 


Meals  have  Iteen  provided  tlirr 

lughout  th('  ye: 

ar  at  the 

under- 

mentioned  Canteens:  - 

Paid 

Free 

Total 

Abbey  Road  . 

.  64,437 

4,298 

68,735 

Bearwood  Road 

.  32.554 

2,324 

34,878 

Rrasshouse  Ixme 

.  30,995 

1,676 

32,671 

Cape  Hill 

.  39,101 

2,302 

41,403 

Church  Lane . 

.  21,932 

2,506 

24,438 

Devonshire  Road 

.  53,630 

4,648 

58,278 

Oldburv  Road 

.  26,782 

2,068 

28,850 

St.  Matthew’s 

.  12,765 

1,680 

1 4,445 

St.  Philip’s  . 

.  16,863 

959 

17,822 

Smethwick  Hall 

.  42.812 

3,554 

46,366 

LIplands 

.  96,307 

20,45.^ 

116,760 

Waterloo  Road 

.  65,997 

7,619 

73,616 

Corbett  Street 

.  12,597 

1,014 

13,611 

Firs  Open  Air 

.  20,899 

934 

21,833 

Corbett  Street  Special. . 

......  12,904 

952 

13,856 

Edith  Sands’  Nurserv . 

.  16,318 

35 

16,353 

Hollv  Lodge  Boys 

.  44,826 

1 ,068 

45,894 

Holly  Lodge  Girls 

.  50,257 

1,701 

51,958 

fames  Watt  Technical . 

. .  26,161 

1,109 

27,270 

Crocketts  Lane  Infants 

.  11.426 

297 

11,723 

699,563 

61,197 

760,760 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG 
PERSONS. 

The  Bye-laws  under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons’  Act 
of  1933  are  in  force  in  the  Borough. 

The  numl)er  of  certificates  granted  during  the  year  was  156, 
142  for  boys  and  14  for  girls.  Certificates  were  refused  in  7 
instances  on  medical  grounds.  The  view  of  the  medical  officer 
is  that  education  is  a  whole-time  occupation  and  that  only 
exceptional  circumstances  should  subject  a  child  to  the  strain  of 


carrying  out  additional  duties. 

Nature  of  proposed  employment  ;  Boys  Girls 

Delivering  Newspa])ers  ......  102  11 

bTrands  .  .  . .  .  40  3 


142 
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COSTS. 

I'hc  approximate  cost  of  tlie  Scliool  Medical  Service  and 
associated  Ser\'ices  dnrino-  IPdS-T)  is  as  follows  :  — 


.Amount 


£ 

School  Aledical  Service  .  24.(X)5 

School  Camp  .  5,0vCs 

Corhett  St.  Special  School  2,655 

hhrs  Open  Air  School  .  4,()v^() 

Nursery  School  .  fCOdO 

Provision  of  Ale.'ds  .  26,040 


£76.005 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  a  report  on  the  School  Dental 
.Service  for  the  year  ended  21st  December,  1948.  Air.  Al.  A. 
Passett,  1..D.S.,  R.C.S..  j’oined  the  staff  on  1st  June,  and  on 
the  5t]i  July  the  Authority  took  over  the  Smethwick  Pranch 
(ff*  the  Ihrming'ham  Ceneral  Dispensary  including  a  modern  and 
fully-t'Ciuipped  dental  surgery.  This  brought  the  number  of 
dental  clinics  up  to  4.  For  the  first  three  months  Air.  Ikassett 
gave  live  sessions  per  week  to  the  West  Promwich  Authority 
to  assist  in  relieving]  their  difficulties.  W  hen  the  schools  re¬ 
opened  on  20th  August,  he  commenced  full-time  duty  at  the 
Cape  Mill  (Dispensary)  Cdinic.  Over  the  fidl  year  the  equivalent 
of  2.8  full-time  officers  have  been  employed  to  provide  all  the 
dental  services  of  the  Authority.  This  figure  again  is  based  on 
470  working  sessions  per  officer  per  year.  A|)proximately  70% 
of  the  school  population  (7,206)  was  insjiected  during  49  visits 
to  27  school  departments.  Of  this  number  4,186  were  offered 
treatment,  and  58%  (the  same  as  last  year)  accepted.  A  great 
mail}'  of  those  who  ref  list'd  treatment  attend  the  Clinic  later  as 
Specials  because  of  ])ain,  and  their  treatment  (mostlv  of  an 
emergency  nature)  nnounted  this  year  to  over  one-tiuarter 
of  the  total  treatment  given.  The  total  number  of  attendances 
made  at  the  Cdinics  was  7,214  of  which  5,805  wt're  for 
actual  Ire.'itmenl.  The  total  number  of  treatment  sessions 
was  1,118,  and  in  addition  64  sessions  were  devoted  to  the 
administration  of  general  amesthetics  by  dental  officers.  From 
September  it  was  jiossible  to  use  the  Chape  (School)  Clinic  for 
gas  sessions,  and  so  relieve  the  heav}'  ])ressure  of  this  work  at 
llu'  hhrs  Clinic, 
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Average  numl)er  of  children  examined 
per  session  at  School  Inspections  . 

1 948 

151 

1947 

99 

Average  number  of  attendances  per 
treatment  session 

6.5 

6.5 

Average  number  of  fillings  per  treat¬ 
ment  session 

2.7 

2.9 

Average  number  of  extractions  per 
treatment  session 

4.3 

4.1 

The  Orthodontic  service  is  being  maintained  for  all  who 
request  it,  and  during  the  year  new  appliances  were  supplied. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Day,  of  the  Orthodontic  T3epartment  of 
the  Birmingham  Dental  Hospital,  for  much  valuable  help  and 

advice  with  oar  cases.  Consideration  mig^ht  be  given  to  the 
appointment  of  a  consultant  Orthodontist  who  would  attend 
specially  arranged  sessions  to  see  cases  and  advise  both  f)efore 
and  during  treatment. 


Other  operations  include  silver  nitrate,  root  canal  and  gum 
treatments,  dressings,  scalings,  adjustments  to  Orthodontic 
appliances  and  seven  dentures  were  supplied  to  replace  front 
teeth  lost  through  accident  or  gross  caries. 

Whilst  no  accurate  figures  can  be'  given,  the  number  of 
broken  appointments  during  the  year  appears  to  l)e  fairly  high. 
This,  in  the  main,  is  due  to  parental  indifference  and  prejudice 
in  respect  of  conservative  dentistry.  Since  parents  cannot  l)e 
compelled  to  accept  the  full  treatment  recommended  for  their 
children  by  the  Dental  Officers,  many  filling  appointments  are 
refused  or  l)roken.  Later,  of  course,  toothache  supervenes  and 
these  patients  attend  then  as  Specials  for  the  extraction  of  teeth 
wlrich  might  have  Ireen  saved. 


In  conclusion,  may  I  again  ofiier  the  thanks  of  the  Dental 
Staff  to  our  medical  colleagues,  to  the  nursing  and  clerical  strffs 
of  the  School  and  Public  Health  Services,  and  to  Head  Teachers 
for  their  continued  co-operation  and  support. 


GEO.  J.  S.  LITTLEFIELD, 

Senior  Dental  Offieer. 


25 


REPORT  OF  THE  ORGANISER 

EDUCATION. 


OF  PHYSICAL 


Smethwick  can  he  luslitiahly  ])roiul  of  the  work  in  Physical 
hhlucalion  lliat  is  ffoine,'  on  in  its  schools  to-day.  Whilst  more 
and  iiKjre  facilities  are  needed  to  satisfy  the  demands  made  by 
modern  schemes  of  this  i;'reat  ])art  ot  the  education  of  the  whole 
child,  the  efforts  made  in  schools  nsiiy^'  existing-  amenities  have 
heen  hig'hlv  successful,  and  have  provided  the  children  with  an 
“  all  round  ”  ])hysically  active  school  life,  from  .which  much 
henetit  has  been  derived.  The  active  interest  and  help  of  the 
Education  Ca^mmittee  and  l\Ir.  M.  R.  Bennett,  B.Sc.,  Chief 
Ifducation  Officer,  have  been  big^  factors  in  making  the  various 
schemes  of  physical  education  in  the  Borough  successful  and 
beneticial,  and  appreciation  of  their  work  in  this  connection 
must  be  expressed. 


PRLMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  planning-'  of  a  new  scheme  for  the  Primary  Schools 
has  been  the  main  objective  of  the  year’s  work,  and  the  scheme 
eventually  compiled  is  now  replacing  the  1933  syllabus  of 
physical  training.  The  new  scheme  is  based  on  the  child’s 
instinctive  desire  to  climb  and  balance  and  test  his  strength,  and 
general  agility  and  speed  in  movements  and  activities  with  small 
and  large  apparatus.  Therg  is  much  more  to  be  done,  new 
apparatus  to  be  set  up  in  schools,  and  in  some  cases  apparatus 
that  has  to  be  invented  and  made  to  lit  in  with  schools  facilities. 
The  scheme,  which  leaves  the  old  idea  of  four  lines  and  formal 
exercises  far  l)ehind,  is  proving  to  be  one  that  isi  enjoyed  more 
by  the  children,  and  pro\  ides  them  with  movements  and  activities 
that  develop  skill  with  small  apparatus  such  as  balls,  hoops  and 
jumping  canes,  and  strengthens  their  young  liodies  through  the 
climbing  and  hanging  activities  on  the  large  apparatus.  Courses 
are  being  organised  and  run  to  instruct  the  teachers  in  the  new 
scheme. 


S  ECO  X 1)  A  R  ^  ■  S  C  H  O  O  L  S . 

In  these  schools  facilities  differ  so  much  that  it  is  difficult 
to  generalise  on  the  work'.  The  Shireland  Schools  vitally  need 
gymnasiums  as  the  work  in  both  departments  has  to  be  done 
in  halls  which  are  used  for  many  other  subjects  on  the 
curriculum  as  well  as  physical  education.  In  all  schools, 
however,  the  work  is  becoming  far  less  formal  and  much  more 
use  of  apparatus  is  being"  made.  (ione  are  the  days  when 
gN’innastic  a])paratus  was  scjinething-  to  be  gazed  on  with  a\\'e 
from  “  four  lines  down  the  centre  of  the  room.”  This  type  of 
work  IS  much  more  active,  and  because  of  the  cut  in  formalit}' 
much  less  time  is  wasted  in  lessons.  Children  are  made  to  carry 
on  with  their  activities  without  the  continuous  commanding  b\' 
the  teacher,  and  thus  the  slower  pupil  does  not  retard  the  [irogres- 
sion  ol  the  one  who  can  forge  ahead.  It  cultivates  in  them  a 
sense  of  resiionsihilit)'  and  a  desire  to  ])erform  the  activities 
because  they  enjoy  them. 
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llie  institution  of  l)Oxing  instruction  as  an  out-of -school 
acLivity  for  Secondary  School  children  has  proved  a  great 
success.  A  team  of  seven  boys  from  the  Uplands  School  was 
the  "  runner-up  ”  in  the  ‘  Thomas  ”  Shield  Competition,  which 
is  (jpen  to  all  schools  in  Staffordshire,  whilst  two  boys  from  the 
same  school  have  lately  gained  Staffordshire  championships. 
This  new  venture  has  made  a  very  good  start,  and  the  boys  who 
attend  the  classes  (on  a  voluntary  basis)  derive  much  physical 
benefft  from  the  progressive  training  given  them  by  the 
instructor. 


PLAYING  FIELDS. 

The  problem  of  playing  ffelds  for  the  schools  is  receiving 
much  ati:ention.  A  new  one  was  opened  in  Brasshouse  Lane  in 
(dctober,  and  the  space  in  front  of  the  Uplands  School  will  soon 
be  re-made  into  a  playing  held  that  will  be  first-class  in  every¬ 
thing  but  size.  The  demand  for  open  air  organised  games  on 
green  grass  is  great,  and  whilst  nearly  every  school  (Primary 
and  Secondary)  has  some  time  during  the  week  on  a  playing- 
field  (chiefly  due  to  the  generous  facilities  granted  by  the 
Estates  Committee,  Mr.  Gammon,  the  Parks  Superintendent, 
and  also  the  Smethwick  Cricket  Club),  the  short  time  the 
Primary  Schools  are  allocated  is  by  no  means  adequate.  The 
need  for  playing  fields  is  urgent  if  the  children  are  to  receive 
full  benefit  from  any  scheme  of  physical  education. 


SWIMMING. 

The  appointment  of  a  full-time  swimming  instructor  to  the 
Education  Committee,  besides  improving  the  standard  of  instruc¬ 
tion  and  swimming,  has  greatly  increased  the  interest  of  both 
school  children  and  teachers  in  this  phase  of  physical  education. 
SAA’iniming,  is  now  an  "  all-the-year-round  ”  activity,  and  full 
weekly  programmes  are  maintained  at  the  Rolfe  Street  Baths 
throughout  the  winter. 


This  work  must  produce  a  hardier  type  of  child,  as  well 
as  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  learning  to  swim  and 
the  number  taking  part  in  this,  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
hygienic  forms  of  physical  activity.  An  appreciation  must  be 
expressed  here  of  the  great  help  Mr.  Francis  and  his  staff  have 
given  in  facilitating  the  organisation  and  conduct  of  the  swim¬ 
ming  programme.  The  number  of  attendances  made  by  school 
children  at  the  swimming  baths  in  school  time  from  January  1st 


to  December  31st  is  as  follows  : — 

Rolfe  Street  l-laths  .  35,973 

Thimblemill  IDths  .  14,274 

d'oial  .  50,247 
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Sinclliwick  Hall  Sccondar)’  Modern  Ikjys’  ScIkjoI  a^'ain  won 
die  "  (ieoffre}'  Idox’d  ”  Sliirld  for  Life  Saxiiy^',  and  L'plands  and 
Sliii eland  Secondary  Modern  Loxs’  Scliools  occu])ied  the  minor 
placiiii^'S. 

Lark  Secondai'x’  Modern  School  for  (lirls  and  l'])lands 
Secondarx'  Modern  School  for  ( lirls  xx’cre  second  and  third 
lespectively  in  the  competition  for  the  “Dorothy  Cadbury” 
d'rophx’.  The  total  number  of  axxairds  gained  by  the  schools  in 
the  Itorough  pkiced  Smedixxdck  at  the  head  of  the  list  of 
IMucation  iVuthorities  in  the  Midland  area,  with  thrice  the 
number  of  axxards  of  the  Authority  occupying  second  place. 

Idle  number  of  Life  Saving  axxards  gained  by  all  the 
schools  during  the  }'ear  is  as  folloxx’s  :  — 


Llementary  .  100 

Lnigri])  LSI 

Intermediate  .  103 

Oronze  Medallion  .  113 

Bar  to  Bronze  .  28 

Bronze  Cross  .  28 

Award  of  Merit .  2 


This  is  undoubtedl}’  a  iiKjst  gratifying  result,  and  is 
indicative  of  the  ])rogress  being  made  and  of  the  number  of 
sxvimmers  and  the  good  standard  maintained. 


V.  S.  DAVIES, 

Orcjaniscr  of  Physical  Education. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  STATISTICS. 

TABLE  I. 

Mkdical  Inspections  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools. 

A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 


(1)  Number  of  Inspections: 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 

1,286 

1,279 

963 

Total 

3,528 

(2)  Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 

108 

Grand  Total 

3,636 

R. — Other  Inspections 


Number  of  Special  Inspections .  .  .  3,433 

Number  of  Re-inspections  .  .  .  1,718 


Total  5,151 


C. — Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment. 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  iMedical  Inspection  to 
require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with 

Vermin). 


GROUP 

Eor  Defective 
Vision  (ex¬ 
cluding  Squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  condi¬ 
tions  recorded 
in  Table  IIA. 

Total  Individ¬ 
ual  pupils 

Entrants  . 

16 

447 

450 

Second  Age  Group  . 

74 

161 

218 

Third  Age  Group  . 

52 

109 

154 

Total 

142 

717 

822 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

15 

47 

60 

Grand  Total 

157 

764 

882 

TABLE  II. 


A. — Rkturn  of  Defects 


Found  by  AIedical  Inspection. 


DEFECT  OR  DESEASE 

PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 

No.  of 

Defects 

No.  of 

Defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not  requir¬ 
ing  treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not  requir¬ 
ing  treatment 

Skill  . 

30 

7 

834 

Eyes — a.  V  ision  . 

77 

5 

20 

b.  Squint  . 

32 

6 

— 

— 

c.  Other  . 

20 

365 

— 

FV'irs — a.  Hearing  . 

12 

8 

5 

— 

b.  Otitis  VIedia 

14 

4 

144 

— 

c.  Other  . 

40 

— 

314 

— 

Nose  or  Throat  . 

185 

189 

418 

— 

Speech  .  . 

1 

- - 

4 

— 

Cer\ical  Glands 

7 

22 

62 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

14 

9 

25 

— 

Lungs  . 

46 

31 

56 

— 

1  )evelopmental — 

a.  Hernia  . 

3 

5 

— 

— 

b.  Other  . 

Q 

19 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture  . 

44 

17 

1 

— 

b.  Flat  foot . 

161 

24 

— 

_ 

c.  Other  . 

123 

16 

17 

— 

Nervous  System 

a.  Epilepsy  . 

3 

— 

2 

— 

b.  Other  . 

7 

4 

31 

— 

Psychological — - 

0.  Development 

— 

— 

— 

— 

b.  Stability  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  . 

47 

41 

2,071 

I). — Classteication  of  the  Gp:neral  Condition  of  Pupils 
Inspected  During  the  Yf:ar  in  the  Age  Groups. 


Number  of 

A 

B 

C 

Age  Groups 

Pupils 

Inspected 

(Good) 

(Fair) 

(Poor) 

No.  % 

No.  % 

No.  % 

Entrants  . 

1,286 

308—24.0 

947—73.6 

31—2.4 

Second  Age  Croup 

1,279 

4(1^31.6 

843—65.9 

32—2.5 

Third  Age  Croup . 

963 

377—39.1 

568—59.0 

18—1.9 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

108 

30—27.8 

7C^70.4 

2—1.8 

Total 

3,636 

l,liq_30.8 

2,434—66.9 

83—2.3 

TABLE  III. 

TREATMENT  TART.ES. 

Group  L 

Minor  Ailments  (exclufling^  Uncleanliness) 


(a) 

Skin — 

Ringworm' — Scalp — 


Number  of  Defects 
treated,  or  under 
treatment  during 
the  year 


(i)  X-Ray  Treatment  ..  .  .  — 

(ii)  Other  Treatmient  .  .  .  3 

Ringworm — Blody  .  .  ..  .  4 

Scabies  .  .  .  .  .  196 

Impetigo  .  .  .  .  .  99 

Other  Skin  Diseases  .  .  .  .  532 

Kye  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  423 


(External  and  other,  but  excluding  error's  of  refraction, 
squint  and  cases  admitted  to  hospital) 


Ear  Defects 


463 


(excluding  serious  diseases  of  the  ear) 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  2,071 

{e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 


Total 


3,791 


(h)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  minor 
ailments  clinics 


19,893 


Group  TT. 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Eye  Disease  treated 

as  Minor  Ailments). 


Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) .  .  543 

Other  1  )efect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes  (exclufling 

those  recorded  in  Group  I)  .  .  — 

Total  .  543 


Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

prescribed  .  .  .  .  351 


Group  TTT 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Received  Operative  Treatment: — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  357 
{h)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  — 
Received  other  forms  of  treatment  .  .  215 


572 


T  otal 


OR'PIlOl’TKnK  AN!)  I’OS'rUKAT.  1  )EFKCTS. 


(a)  Niiiiibcr  treated  as  iii-])atients  in  hosi)itals 

or  hospital  scho'ols  .  .  .  57 

(h)  Number  treated  otherwise,  c.g.,  in  clinics 

or  ont-patient  dei)artmcnts  .  .  563 


Group  V. 

CiiTUD  GtuDAxci-:  Tri'.atau^nt  and  vSi’P:KrTT  Therapy. 


Numbin'  (U*  i)ni)ils  treated: — 

(u)  under  Child  (inidauce  arrangements  2 

(h)  iind(M'  Sperch  d'hera])y  arrangements  — 


TABLE  IV. 

Dental  Inspe.citon  and  Treatment. 


(1) 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 
r5) 
(6) 
(7) 


(8) 

(9) 


Number  inspected  by  the  Dentist: 

(a)  Periodic  age-gTOUps 
(h)  Specials 

(r)  Total  (Periodic  and  Specials) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

Number  actually  treated 

Attendances  made  by  ])upils  for  treatment 

Ha'f  days  devoted  to  Tus])ection,  49;  Treatment,  1,118; 

bdllings.  Permanent  teeth,  3,019;  Temporary  teeth,  47; 

Extractions,  Permanent  teeth,  044 ; 

Tem])orary  teeth,  4,157; 

Administration  of  general  an?esthetics  for  extraction 
Other  oiterations.  Permaueut  teeth,  l,vl45; 

Tem,i)io,rary  tectli,  00; 


7,2(D 
1,385 
8,591 
5,485 
3,116 
5,805 
Total  1,167* 
Total  3,066 

To.tal  4,801 
1,707 


Total  l,405t 


*In  addition  64  IValf-days  were  de\'Oled  by  a  Dental  Officer  to  the 
administration  of  general  anaesthetics  only. 


t  Includes  7  dentures  and  23  orthodontic  appliances  sniptlied. 


TABLE  V. 

Infestation  \vitpt  Vermin. 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  Schools  by  School 


Nurses  or  other  atithorised  Iversons  .  .  14,894 

(ii)  Number  of  indi\idtial  ])tii)ils  fotmd  to  be  infested  .  1,280 


(iii)  Nundter  of  individtial  i)ti])ils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2), 

Education  .\ct,  1944) 

(iv)  Number  of  individtial  i)Ui)ils  in  resjiect  of  whom 

cleansing  orders  were  issiu'd  (Section  ,54  (3), 

Ifducation  Act,  1944) 
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